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Alderman Flores is planning to introduce legislation for a comprehensive Core Services Initiative. Since several parts of the legislation apply to current negotiations regarding the Dominick’s development and are in part an outgrowth of these discussions, Alderman Flores is presenting an opportunity to Dominick’s to be the exclusive partner in a test of the model for supermarkets.

The Core Services Initiative is a package of proposed legislation that aims to bring essential retail services to every Chicago neighborhood and maintain a basic level of these services. It is a response to the call from many communities for access to providers of basic goods and services. These include local affordable supermarkets, pharmacies, service stations, laundromats, and hardware stores, and other businesses whose goods and services are deemed essential to basic homemaking and neighborhood benefit and which for various reasons have been identified as scarce in many communities in Chicago. This citywide initiative intends to direct significant tax incentives, public funding, and other advantages to businesses that meet various criteria as established by a commission to be authorized by the law resulting from the the initiative. Alderman Flores will introduce and be the key lobbyist for this initiative in City Council and with the applicable state and federal bodies.

The plan as currently established has four components:

•
a Commission, ultimately to be appointed by an aldermanic committee and established to: (1) identify geographical need, types of services, and standards of qualification for these services; (2) assess the qualifications of businesses applying for the incentives; and (3) monitor qualification and compliance with the established standards;

•
a set of published standards for qualification as set forth by the Commission;

•
a package of new legal guidelines regarding anti-competitive contracting; and,

•
the legal framework embodied in the city’s Municipal Code.

As the supermarket partner in the pilot proof of concept for this Initiative, Dominick’s would agree to work with a pilot Commission to develop criteria and a model for the new Dominick’s store under proposal at 2019 W. Chicago Ave. The criteria would be based in part on proposals already presented by Dominick’s to the alderman and the community and would include:

•
accommodations for area seniors and the physically challenged in the form of: (a) sponsorship of shuttle service and (b) a well-promoted discount day;

•
structuring consistently affordable pricing for a portfolio of 500 basic products presented by the pilot Commission and within a price range negotiated between Dominick’s and the pilot Commission, in consultation with the Department of Human Services and other agencies;

•
promoting a community-appropriate product line as recommended by the pilot Commission;

•
hiring from within the community as a percentage of total employment, at a level to be negotiated;

•
a commitment by Dominick’s to strike any anti-competitive clauses from any lease agreements that are currently being negotiated;

•
contributions toward development of programs to encourage good family nutrition; and

•
other direct contributions to the community as outlined in the earlier letter of commitment.

The pilot plan would take form as a formal Community Benefits Agreement, to accompany Dominick’s upcoming proposal to the Zoning Committee, and would be ratified by the alderman, Dominick’s management, and representatives from the community, and monitored by these same entities.

A proposal for this legislation will be presented by Alderman Flores. The specific form the legislation will take is under consideration by the alderman’s staff and the Department of Planning and Development, the Department of Human Services, state agencies, and other relevant bodies and will be based in part on the model agreement.

Since the Dominick’s development under proposal will take at least 18 months to complete, Dominick’s may agree to use one or more of its other stores to test parts of this plan in order to qualify for participation in this pilot, even if it is not in the First Ward.
